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Ms. Francine Torres 
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Ag Stop 0268 
Washington DC 20250-0200 
 
Dear Ms. Torres: 
     
The Tilth Producers of Washington State strongly supports the National Organic Standards Board 
recommendation that organic ruminant livestock to be treated humanely and provided with access to 
actual sunshine and healthy and productive pasture.  All livestock, including pigs and all poultry 
should have access to green, productive pasture.  Even non ruminants can make use of forbs and 
grasses as part of their diets and will enjoy better health, and lower stress. 
 
Ruminant livestock (cattle, sheep, goats, buffalo) evolved by eating a low energy/high fiber diet of 
grasses and forbs.  Livestock subjected to hi energy grain based diets develop much higher incidence 
of metabolic disorders and as such, are the largest users of the active ingredient in Tums®, Calcium 
Carbonate including organic cattle.  Livestock subjected to long periods on concrete and with 
nowhere to move except concrete and their bedding stalls develop much higher incidence of foot and 
skeletal problems,  and have more difficulty giving birth and maintaining long term health.  Modern 
livestock production systems of confinement require many more inputs and do not work with natural 
systems to maintain health and vitality.   
 
Organic livestock standards were developed with the input of thousands of people and embody the 
commonly accepted principals of organic and sustainable agriculture around the world.  People have 
serious concerns with the development of confinement animal feeding operations (cafo’s) and want to 
purchase livestock products from animals that are treated humanely, live on actual pasture, eating 
living plants with the freedom to do what their innate drives would allow them to do.  This was not a 
contentious issue.  This issue had the unanimous support of producers, certification organizations and 
consumers all over the country and is a critical requirement in all other organic certification systems 
throughout the world. 
 
If this means that large dairy operations can’t be maintained in desert or arid areas that cannot 
maintain green living pasture, so be it.  Do not yield to pressures from large interests to create an 
organic standard based only on what feed is fed.  Certainly vegetable operations must demonstrate 
soil building practices and a commitment to address weaknesses in production systems.  Livestock 
producers should not be allowed to skip the fundementals of organic production simply because it is 
inconvenient. 
 
New research also demonstrates that grass based livestock products contain much better levels of 
nutrients and actually promote human health with higher levels of omega 3 and 5, critical fatty acids 
that reduce heart disease and cancer.  Livestock maintained on hi energy feeds do the opposite, and 
consumers, as they increase their knowledge of dietary nutrition, are avoiding these types of products 
as they seek to improve their health through what they eat. 
 
We urge you not to weaken this critical component of our livestock standards.  We do not support the 
removal of the pasture requirement to accommodate large confinement facilities. 
 
Sincerely, 
Board of Directors of Tilth Producers of Washington 
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